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WELCOME & FAREWELL   

We warmly welcome Sylvia Jackman and Trena Newell who have joined our school cleaning team, 

and say fond farewells to Sue Brown, Andrea Houlden and Sharon Redsull. Sue joined our school 

cleaning team nearly 25 years ago and Andrea the admin team 15 years ago and both have now retired 

-  I am sure that you all join with us in wishing them both a well deserved long, happy and healthy 

retirement .  Sharon joined us as a teaching assistant 6 years ago and later that year joined our mid-

day supervisory team; she is leaving us due to family commitments and we wish her all the very best. 

SCHOOL UNIFORM ORDERS 

Please email the school office at adminoffice@sharpscopse.hants.sch.uk with uniform orders – we are 
currently ‘sizing’ the children from our sample rail rather than use the size gauge on the order form as 
these can’t be exchanged due to circumstances caused by the pandemic crisis.  Payment via SCOPay 
please. 

BREAKFAST & AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS 

When school reopens to all on Monday 8th March, we are hoping to open our Breakfast and After-
school Clubs.  Due to the year group ‘bubble’ set-up, and to keep everyone safe, we are currently 
unable to take emergency admissions to both these clubs.  Hopefully as things progress with the 
current national situation we will be able to resume normal operations, but as things stand at the mo-
ment we are not able to offer adhoc placements. Thank you. 

KEEPING US INFORMED 

Please continue to call us on 023 92484545 to let us know if your child is going to be absent from school giving some 

indication how long they are likely to be away for, or email adminoffice@sharpscopse.hants.sch.uk    

In these current times it is essential we know why a child is absent.   

If circumstances change such as phone number, address, emergency contact details etc, please let us 

know via email to the admin address or by calling.  The school office hours are 8.30am – 3.30pm  

Monday to Friday, term time only; the answerphone is on out of school hours to leave a message. 

FREE SCHOOL MEALS 

Children whose parents are in receipt of Income Support, Income-based Job Seeker’s Allowance, Em-
ployment Support and income-related Employment and Support Allowance, Support under Part VI 
of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999.  Families in receipt of Child Tax Credit will also qualify 
provided that (a) they are NOT also entitled to Working Tax Credit and (b) their annual income, as as-
sessed by Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs, does not exceed £16,190 or Guarantee Element of State 
Pension Credit.   

Applications for free school meals should be made at Sharps Copse Primary School Office.  Any advice 
you may require about this entitlement can be given at this time.  Hampshire County Council Catering 
Services (HC3S) use an on-line service so parents and carers can check their eligibility for free school 
meals themselves.  This self-service option is available at  http://www3.hants.gov.uk/caterers/hc3s-
freeschool meals 

 All you need to do is enter your name, national insurance number or asylum number, your address and your child’s details, 
press submit and you will find out if you are eligible. For more information, check the web address detailed above or tele-
phone Sue Martin on 023 80627738. 
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 Diary Dates 2021 
 

Monday 8th March - School re-opens for all our children returning after the recent government lockdown 

Wednesday 17th March - Group School Photos - cancelled due to current covid-19 restrictions 

Thursday 1st April - Last day of term 

Easter holiday Friday 2nd April to Friday 16th April 2021 

Monday 19th April - School re-opens for first half of  Summer term 

Monday 3rd May - Bank Holiday School closed 

Thursday 6th May - School closed due to polling station use 

Friday 28th May - Last day of term  

May half term Monday 31st  May to Friday 4th June 2021 

Monday 7th June - School re-opens at normal time for second half of  Summer term 

Friday 23rd July - Last day of Summer Term 

 

The above dates give just a brief overview of school life for the remainder of this academic year;     
you will of course be kept updated of all other events within the school as and when they occur and 

via our twice termly newsletter to you. 

 

SCOPay SYSTEM 

As you are already aware and mostly to keep everyone safe during these unusual times, 

the school took the decision and action to use a cashless system for payment of school 

lunches, uniform, extended school care, PE Clubs and some events eg, sale of the News 

for Year R photos and booking parents’ evening appointments.  It’s hopeful too that at 

some time in the future  the children will be able to resume their school trips.  We are delighted to report that this system 

appears to be working well for both our parents, carers and us, managing to keep all safe from handling, storing and banking 

monies as well as being able to maintain safe distancing expectations.  Parents and carers are able to see at a glance what is 

due for payment to remain on top of things, including appointment times as well as receiving all important and most up-to-

date emailed information about school life.  
 

This hasn’t always been easy for some of our parents and carers to take on and we recognise this has been a huge ask and 

thank you for your understanding.  We’re pleased to report that we’ve been able to help even those that have shared their IT 

‘fears’ with us, successfully enabling them to access and use the system.  If anyone is feeling this way or is struggling, 

please, please let us know and we’ll be more than happy to help where we can.  Your child’s SCOPay account details can be 

forwarded to you via email or the office staff can talk through the instructions with you. 

VACANCY 

We currently have a vacancy for a mid-day supervisory assistant to start immediately; this 

is a term time position working for one hour between 12 & 1.30pm Monday - Friday to 

support our children during their lunch time.  If you are interested please contact the 

school office for more details.  We are looking for someone who loves working with chil-

dren, and who is both reliable and punctual, starting pay is approx. £2,061 pa - we look 

forward to hearing from you. 


