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Name Nature Detectives – What’s out there? (Mini Beasts) 

Standard Pride 

SMSC  

Maths Maths – Data handling from insect data collected. 

Literacy Inform – Leaflet about insects found on the school field for Year 2 pupils. 

Explain – To write a biography of Gilbert White for the Gilbert White House. 

Curriculum 

Links 

History  

(Gilbert White)  

A Local History  

Could include: 

A depth study linked to one of the British areas of study listed above. 

A study over time tracing how several aspects of national history are reflected in the locality (this can go beyond 1066). 

A study of an aspect of history or a site dating from a period beyond 1066 that is significant in the locality. 

Science 

Recognise that living things can be grouped in a variety of ways. 

Explore and use classification keys to help group, identify and name a variety of living things in their local and wider environment. 

Recognise that environments can change and that this can sometimes pose dangers to living things. 

Computing –  

(Insect Database) 

 

Art  

(Gilbert White Obs Drawings) 

 To create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas. 

 To improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay]. 

 

Hooks 

 

Trip to Gilbert White’s house 

Visitor – Insect Expert 

Guided tour of field for Year 2 
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Name Egyptians 

Standard Pride 

SMSC  

Maths Maths – 2D and 3D shape, area and perimeter – based on pyramids and Egyptian structures. 

Literacy Inform – Newspaper reporting Howard Carter’s death – curse or mosquito? 

Instruct- Instructions for mummification. 

Curriculum 

Links 

History  

The achievements of the earliest civilizations   

An overview of where and when the first civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of the following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang 

Dynasty of Ancient China. 

Geography  

 

Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental 

regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities. 

Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied. 

Science 

Describe the simple functions of the basic parts of the digestive system in humans. 

RE  

afterlife, gods, beliefs 

Art  

(Canopic Jars/King Tut Masks) 

 

To create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas. 

To improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay]. 

 

Hooks 

 

British Museum Trip, Howard Carter’s Box, Egyptian Day /Exhibition 
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Name A Moment in Time (Pompeii/Romans) 

Standard Resilience, Standards 

SMSC  

Maths Maths – tessellation, symmetry, Roman numerals 

Literacy Advise 

Explain 

Curriculum 

Links 

 

History  

The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain 

Could include: 

Julius Caesar’s attempted invasion in 55-54 BC 

the Roman Empire by AD 42 and the power of its army 

successful invasion by Claudius and conquest, including Hadrian’s Wall 

British resistance, for example, Boudica 

‘Romanisation’ of Britain: sites such as Caerwent and the impact of technology, culture and beliefs, including early Christianity 

Science 

Compare and group together different kinds of rocks on the basis of their appearance and simple physical properties. 

Describe in simple terms how fossils are formed when things that have lived are trapped within rock. 

Recognise that soils are made from rocks and organic matter. 

Geography 

 

Physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle. 

Computing  

 

Animation – using plasticine figures to retell the story of Pompeii. 

Art  

(Mosaic) 

To create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas. 

To improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay]. 

Hooks  
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Name The Unsinkable Ship (Titanic) 

(In April) 

Standard Honesty, Standards 

SMSC  

Maths Money – cost of food in the restaurant etc. 

Literacy Describe – Diaries 

 

Discuss- Balanced argument about whose fault the disaster was. 

Curriculum 

Links 

 

Geography  

(local area study of Southampton The Americas) 

use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and 

graphs, and digital technologies. 

human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, 

minerals and water 

understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European 

country, and a region within North or South America 

Science 

Compare and group materials together, according to whether they are solids, liquids or gases. 

Observe that some materials change state when they are heated or cooled, and measure or research the temperature at which this happens in degrees Celsius (°C). 

Identify the part played by evaporation and condensation in the water cycle and associate the rate of evaporation with temperature. 

D&T 

(Design own monogram)  

 

use research and develop design criteria to inform the design of innovative, functional, appealing products that are fit for purpose, aimed at particular individuals or 

groups 

generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through discussion, annotated sketches, cross-sectional and exploded diagrams, prototypes, pattern pieces and 

computer-aided design 

Art  

(monogram for plate to use on titanic day) 

 To create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas. 

 To improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay]. 

 About great artists, architects and designers in history. 



History 

A Local History Study 

Could include: 

 

A depth study linked to one of the British areas of study listed above. 

A study over time tracing how several aspects of national history are reflected in the locality (this can go beyond 1066). 

 

Hooks Titanic Day, Trip to Southampton 
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Name Rescuers 

Standard  

SMSC Standards, Attitude 

Maths  

Literacy Entertain- story – Traction Man 

Explain-report 

Discuss-P4C 

Curriculum 

Links 

 

Maths – coordinates, angles 

 

Science 

Identify common appliances that run on electricity. 

Construct a simple series electrical circuit, identifying and naming its basic parts, including cells, wires, bulbs, switches and buzzers. 

Identify whether or not a lamp will light in a simple series circuit, based on whether or not the lamp is part of a complete loop with a battery. 

Recognise that a switch opens and closes a circuit and associate this with whether or not a lamp lights in a simple series circuit. 

Recognise some common conductors and insulators, and associate metals with being good conductors. 

 

Recognise that they need light in order to see things and that dark is the absence of light. 

Notice that light is reflected from surfaces. 

Recognise that light from the sun can be dangerous and that there are ways to protect their eyes. 

 

 

Computing – Bee Bots, Audacity 

 

D&T 

 

Understand how key events and individuals in design and technology have helped shape the world. 

Understand and use electrical systems in their products [for example, series circuits incorporating switches, bulbs, buzzers and motors]. 

 

Hooks Weekly visits from different emergency services/Passing Out Parade 
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Name Come Dine With Me 

Standard To plan and cook a meal for parents. 

SMSC Attitude, Resilience 

Maths Measures / Money 

Literacy Instruct- cooking instructions 

Inform- leaflet about pizza express 

 Science 

Identify and describe the functions of different parts of flowering plants: roots, stem/trunk, leaves and flowers. 

Explore the requirements of plants for life and growth (air, light, water, nutrients from soil, and room to grow) and how they vary from plant to plant. 

Investigate the way in which water is transported within plants. 

Explore the part that flowers play in the life cycle of flowering plants, including pollination, seed formation and seed dispersal. 

 

Identify that animals, including humans, need the right types and amount of nutrition, and that they cannot make their own food; they get nutrition from what they eat. 

Identify the different types of teeth in humans and their simple functions. 

+ hygiene and healthy eating 

Computing  

Publisher (menus, invites) 

Art  

(Flower arranging, Weaving) 

To improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials [charcoal, clay]. 

About great artists, architects and designers in history (Guiseppe Arcimboldo) 

Hooks Trip to Pizza Express  Restaurant, Meal in the hall with parents, Trip to supermarket to buy ingredients needed. 

 

 

 Creating Units of Work – Making the links in Essential Content Phase 3/4      

Name Dragonology 

Standard To create a Dragonology Gallery for the school community. 

SMSC Pride, Standards 

Maths  

Literacy  

Curriculum Entertain - ‘Leon and the Place Between’ story. 



Links 

 

Entertain -  Dragon Poetry 

 

Science 

Identify that humans and some other animals have skeletons and muscles for support, protection and movement. 

Construct and interpret a variety of food chains, identifying producers, predators and prey. 

 

Computing – Filming the devastation in the classroom. 

Art 

 

To create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas. 

To improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay]. 

About great artists, architects and designers in history. 

 

Hooks Trashed classroom 

Visit from Peter Plotter 
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Name Show 

Standard To create and rehearse a show to perform to the school community. 

SMSC SHARP 

Maths Money 

Literacy Entertain- playscript, song, play 

Persuade- TV, advert, broadcast 



Curriculum 

Links 

 

Entertain- Play Scripts 

Persuade- Text on website to persuade people to watch the show. 

Science 

Recognise that shadows are formed when the light from a light source is blocked by a solid object. 

Find patterns in the way that the size of shadows change. 

D&T  

sewing (costumes etc.) 

 

Select from and use a wider range of materials and components, including construction materials, textiles and ingredients, according to their functional properties and 

aesthetic qualities. 

Use research and develop design criteria to inform the design of innovative, functional, appealing products that are fit for purpose, aimed at particular individuals or 

groups. 

Generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through discussion, annotated sketches, cross-sectional and exploded diagrams, prototypes, pattern pieces and 

computer-aided design. 

Geography 

Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied. 

Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the 

United Kingdom and the wider world. 

Computing  

Create a website to advertise and persuade people to come and see the show. Rising Stars programme. 

Music 

 

Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression. 

Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory. 

Hooks Performance 

Visit to see a show? 
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Name Your Country Needs You! (WI/II) 

Standard Pride, Standards 

SMSC  

Maths  

Literacy Entertain-film story, Describe- diary letter,Discuss (p4c drama), Carrie’s War, Poetry 

Curriculum History  



Links 

 

World War 2 

A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 

(split in to theme weeks e.g. ration, home front) 

Geography 

Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied. 

Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental 

regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities. 

D&T 

Whittling? Make do and mend 

Select from and use a wider range of tools and equipment to perform practical tasks [for example, cutting, shaping, joining and finishing], accurately. 

Art  

(Propaganda Posters) 

To create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas 

to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay]. 

Learn bout great artists, architects and designers in history. 

(WW1 week – clay poppies, colour mixing) 

Computing 

Morse Code - publisher 

Science 

Identify how sounds are made, associating some of them with something vibrating. 

Recognise that vibrations from sounds travel through a medium to the ear. 

Find patterns between the pitch of a sound and features of the object that produced it. 

Find patterns between the volume of a sound and the strength of the vibrations that produced it. 

Recognise that sounds get fainter as the distance from the sound source increases. 

Hooks 

 

Victory Party, Trip to Imperial War Museum, Southsea Trip 
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Name Iron Age/Stone Age (short) Celts  

Standard Standards, Attitude 

SMSC  

Maths Multiplication and Division /capacity / symmetry 

Literacy Explain – Until I met Dudley (with water topic for Big Write) 

Curriculum 

Links 

 

RE – Celtic Gods 

History 

Iron/Stone Age 

changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age 

late Neolithic hunter-gatherers and early farmers, for example, Skara Brae 

Bronze Age religion, technology and travel, for example, Stonehenge 

Iron Age hill forts: tribal kingdoms, farming, art and culture 

 

Saxons and Scots  

Celts 

Trip to Butser Farm 

Britain’s settlement by Anglo- 

Could include: 

Roman withdrawal from Britain in c. AD 410 and the fall of the western Roman Empire 

Scots invasions from Ireland to north Britain (now Scotland) 

Anglo-Saxon invasions, settlements and kingdoms: place names and village life 

Anglo-Saxon art and culture 

Christian conversion – Canterbury, Iona and Lindisfarne 

Geography  

Human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, 

minerals and water. 

Art  

 

To create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas. 

To improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay]. 

D&T  

(build a roundhouse) 



 

Select from and use a wider range of materials and components, including construction materials, textiles and ingredients, according to their functional properties and 

aesthetic qualities. 

Use research and develop design criteria to inform the design of innovative, functional, appealing products that are fit for purpose, aimed at particular individuals or 

groups. 

Generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through discussion, annotated sketches, cross-sectional and exploded diagrams, prototypes, pattern pieces and 

computer-aided design. 

Understand how key events and individuals in design and technology have helped shape the world. 

Hooks  
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Name Water (short) 

Standard Standards 

SMSC  

Maths  

Literacy Persuade – letter, Entertain - poem 

Curriculum 

Links 

 

Geography (Why we should save water) 

(regional area study e.g. Lake District?) 

 

Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features 

(including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time. 

Physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle. 

Computing 

PowerPoint 

D&T 

 

Children to plan and cook a 3 course meal for parents to eat. 

understand and apply the principles of a healthy and varied diet. 

Prepare and cook a variety of predominantly savoury dishes using a range of cooking techniques. 

Understand seasonality, and know where and how a variety of ingredients are grown, reared, caught and processed. 

Select from and use a wider range of materials and components, including construction materials, textiles and ingredients, according to their functional properties and 

aesthetic qualities. 

Art  

 (David Hockney) 

 

To create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas. 

To improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay]. 

 

Learn about great artists, architects and designers in history. 

Music  

water cycle song 

Hooks Water Festival at Staunton, water trail 
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Name Planes, Trains and Automobiles (Holidays) 

Standard Resilience, Honesty, Standards 

SMSC  

Maths Area and Perimeter, Addition and Subtraction, Co-ordinates, Rounding 

Literacy Persuade- leaflet about Beaulieu, APP – Recount Beaulieu, Entertain – Chitty Chitty Bang Bang story 

Curriculum 

Links 

 

Geography 

 

Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied. 

Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental 

regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities. 

D&T (make own vehicle, link to literacy) 

 

mechanical systems, evaluate and improve, annotated sketches, research 

 

apply their understanding of how to strengthen, stiffen and reinforce more complex structures 

understand and use mechanical systems in their products [for example, gears, pulleys, cams, levers and linkages] 

evaluate their ideas and products against their own design criteria and consider the views of others to improve their work 

select from and use a wider range of tools and equipment to perform practical tasks [for example, cutting, shaping, joining and finishing], accurately 

generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through discussion, annotated sketches, cross-sectional and exploded diagrams, prototypes, pattern pieces and 

computer-aided design 

Science 

Compare how things move on different surfaces. 

Notice that some forces need contact between two objects, but magnetic forces can act at a distance. 

Observe how magnets attract or repel each other and attract some materials and not others. 

Compare and group together a variety of everyday materials on the basis of whether they are attracted to a magnet, and identify some magnetic materials. 

Describe magnets as having two poles. 

Predict whether two magnets will attract or repel each other, depending on which poles are facing. 

Computing 

Lego programming, Google maps, Blogging (peer assessments)  

Art  

(Turner Postcards) 

 

To create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas. 



To improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay]. 

 

Learn about great artists, architects and designers in history. 

Hooks 

 

Trip to Beaulieu 

Class story, Chitty Chitty Bang Bang 

 

 


